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HALTER RANCH
VINEYARD

2004 ANCESTOR

ESTATE RESERVE

Blend:  72% Cabernet Sauvignon
15% Petit Verdot
5% Merlot
5% Malbec

Harvest Dates:  Cabernet Sauvignon —
Block 27,21,41B 9/21/04,
Petit Verdot — Block 23 9/10/04,
Merlot — Block 32 9/4/04,
Malbec — Block 42 9/6/04,
Syrah — Block 4 9/8/04
Fermentation: Small closed-top fermenters with
punch-down or pump-over twice daily
Barrel Aging: 18 months in French oak, 40% new
Alcohol:  14.5%
pH: 3.35
TA: 0.65 g/100 ml
Bottled: May 22, 2006
Production: 400 cases (750ml)

WINEMAKER NOTES

Ancestor represents the best our estate vineyard has to offer,
without regard to varietal or blending parameters. This vintage
is a classic Bordeaux-style blend with California intensity,
softened by two years in the bottle. The 2004 Ancestor boasts a
marvelously complex, sophisticated nose of rich cassis and
blackberry fruit embroidered by vivid mint, cedar, tobacco leaf
and cigar box tones. In the mouth, the wine’s deeply extracted,
cassis and blackberry liqueur flavors are balanced by sturdy
young tannins, ensuring this luxury cuvée red will age
beautifully in bottle for a decade or more.

Halter Ranch is home to an ancient Coast Live Oak.
Surrounded by our vineyard, this tree has been designated
one of the largest specimens of its kind. A witness to the ages,
it stands as a symbol of heritage and preservation. We chose
the name Ancestor for our Estate Reserve in honor of this
ancient tree.
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